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MONTANA ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT,

FLATHEAD COUNTY
STATE OF MONTANA, ) CauseNo: D -09- 576A
Plaintiff, - ; KATHERINE R CURTIS
vs. - 3 ~ INFORMATION
DONALD L. CHOUINARD, ;
Defendant. ;

'I_'gle State?Montana, by and through the Flathead County Attorney’s Office, having
first obtained leave of the Court, files this information accusing the Defendant, DONALD L
CHOUINARD, of having committed the following offenses:

COUNT ONE

That on or about September 2008 through June 2009 in Flathead County, Montana, the
Defendant committed the offense of THEFT by EMBEZZLEMENT (Common Scheme), a
FELONY, in violatioﬁ of Mont. Code Ann. § 45-6-301(7)(a).

The facts constituting this offense are as follows:

That at the times and place mentioned above, the Defendant, with the purpose to deprive
owners of property, purposely or knowingly obtained or exerted unauthorized control over

property entrusted to the Defendant.
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Specifically, after the Defendant solicited J.M., .M. gave the Defendant a $50,000 check
to invest it on J.M.’s behalf, but instead of investing the money, the Defendant deposited it into
his DC Wealth Management, Inc., account, on which he was the sole signatory, and used the
money as he saw fit and for his own benefit.

The Defendant also solicited L.S. to invest in the Defendant’s “day-trading platform.”
L.S. gave the Defendant a $100,000 check to invest in the “day-trading platform,” but instead of
irwes*tinl,t;,r the $100,000, the Defendant deposited it into his DC Wealth Management, Inc.,

account, and used $50,000 as he saw fit and for his own benefit.

e

LS als; éave th;.f)-c;f;éndant $12,400 to invést in the Defendant’s “day-trading
platform,” but instead of investing the $12,400 in the “day-trading platform,” the Defendant
R —— .
deposited $10,900 into his DC Associates, Inc., account, on which he was the sole signatory, and
$1,200 into his joint checking account. The Defendant used all of the $12,400 as he saw fit and
for his own benefit, but later réturned $3,500to L.S.

Finally, the Defendant solicited A.W. to invest in thé “day-trading platform” and A W.
gave the Defendant a $25,000 check to invest in the “day-trading platform.” Instead of investing
the $25,000 in the “day-trading platform,” the Defendant deposited the $25,000 into his personal
checking account an—c} used $15,000 as he saw fit and for his own benefit.

In total, the Defendant embezzled $127,400 from J.M., LS., and A W.

Pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 45;6-301(8)(c), the offense is punishable by a fine not to
exceed $S0,00Q and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a term of not less than 1 year or m.ore

than 10 years.
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COUNT TWO

That around June 2009 in Flathead County, Montana, the Defendant committed the
offense of SECURITIES FRAUD by conducting a Po.nzi Scher;'le, a FELONY, in violation of
Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-325,

The facts constituting this offense are as follows:

That at the time and place mentioned above, the Defendant, conducted or promoted a
Ponzi scheme, in which he made payments to investors from money obtained from later
investors, rather than from any profits or other income of an underlying or purported underlying

business venture. Specifically, the Defendant used $50,000 of L.S.>s $100,000 intended _. —

investment to pay J.M. $50,000 for J.M.’s intended investment in Cradlepoint.

The Defendant also used $10,000 of A.W.’s $25,000 iﬁtended investment to pay L.S.
$10,000 for part of L.S.’s inténded investment in the “day-trading platform.”

Pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-325(2), the offense is punishable by a fine not to -
exceed $100,000 and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years.

COUNT THREE

That around March 2009 in Flatﬁead County, Montana, the Defendant committed the
offense of SECURITIES FRAUD by making untrue statements of material fact, a FELONY, in
violation of Mont. Code Ann. §30-10-301(a).

The facts constituting this offense are as follows:

That at the time and place mentioned above, the Defendant, in connection with the offer,
sale, or purchase of any security, directly or indirectly, in, into, or from this state, made untrue
statements of material fact to J.M. Specifically, the Defendant convinced J.M. to invest in

Cradlepoint Technologies and told J.M. that J.M.’s money was invested in Cradlef)oint
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Technologies when, in fact, he deposited J.M.’s money into his DC Wealth Management, Inc.,

account and spent it as he saw fit.

Pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-306(1), the offense is punishable by a fine not to

exceed $5,000 and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years.
COUNT FOUR

That around September 2008 through June 2009 in Flathead County, Montana, the
Defendant committed the offense of SECURITIES FRAUD by making untrue statements of
material fact, a FELONY, in violation of Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-301(a).

| The facts constituting this offense are as follows:

That at the time and place mentioned -above, the Defendant, in connection with the offer,
sale, or purchase of any security, directly or indirectly, in, into, or from this state, made untrue
statements of material fact to L.S. Specifically, the Defendant convinced L.S. to invest in the
Defendant’s “day-trading platform” and told L.S. that L.S.’s money was invested in the “day-
trading platform” by repeatedly giving L.S.~updates on the value of L.S.’s account when, in fact,
he deposited L.S.’s money into his own various accounts and spent it as he saw fit.

Pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-306(1), the offense is punishable by a fine not to ‘
exceed $5,0007 and/or imprisonment in ﬁe state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years.

COUNT FIVE

That around June 2009 in Flathead County, Montana, the Defendant committed the
offense of SECURITIES FRAUD by making untrue statements of material fact, a FELONY, in
violation of Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-301(a).

The facts constituting this offense are as follows:
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That at the time and place mentioned above, the Defendant, in connection with the offer,

sale, or purchase of any security, directly or indirectly, in, intb, or from this state, made untrue
statements of material fact to A.-W. Specifically, the Defendant convinced A.W. to invest in the
Defendant’s “day-trading platform” and told A.W. that A.W.’s money was invested in the “day-
trading platform” by repeatedly giving A.W. updates on the value of A.W.’s account, when, in
fact, he deposited A.W.”s money into his own joint checking account and spent it as he saw fit.

Pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 30-10-306(1), the offense is punishable by a fine not to
exceed $5,000 and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years,

DATED this ay of DECEMBER, 2009,
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STATE OF MONTANA )
SS.
County of Lewis & Clark )

JESSE LASLOVICH, having been first duly sworn, states that he is a Special Deputy
County Attorney for the County of Flathead, state of Montdna, and that based on information and
belief, states that the facts stated iﬁ the foregoing Information are true and that the Defendant is
guilty of the offenses as charged.

DATED this _{ ;i ay of DECEMBER, 2009,

o~~~ JESSE LASKOVICH Nl T~

o el
=iy

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me this /3~ day of &O CCEMBER , 2000,

(()/}W/a Vfﬂu

: Notary Public for the State of Montana
(SEAL) Printed name TrE

Residing at SEANANES
My commission expires: 414200
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